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OF THE VICECHAN- 
CELOVR, THE DOCTORS, 


both the-Proctors , and other the 


Heads of Houſes inthe Yniverſi- Tf 
tie of Oxford: © 


opinion,of allthe Deanes and Chapters,and alle> 
ther the learned and obedient Cleargy, 
 4n the Church of Englend,) 


To the humble Petition of the Miniſters of the 


Churchof England, deſiring Reformation of cer« 
taine Ceremonics and Abutes ofthe Church, 


Bewareifthe Conciſion. Philip: 3-2. 


enero, tolerare poſſi. 
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| + AT OXFORD, 
Printed by IoſephBarnes, Printer 
i | wether Fþ niverſitie, 1603 


TO THE MOST REVEREND, 


and Right Honorable the L.. Archb. of| Canterbury 
his Gas, Primate and Metropolitane of all Eng- 
land: the L. Buchur#t, L. High Treaſurer of Png- 
land, and Chancelour of the Vnrverſity of Oxford: 
the. (ecill of Efingden , Principall Seeretarie to 
his Maveftie ,r and ye ke, the Vnicverſity of 
Bro . Lards of bis Maieſties moſt Honorable 


roie Counſel. 


| ANYandexcellencwerethe blef. 
A < ings , which .itpleaſed Almightie 

God to beſtow vpon this Nation, 
by bythe Miniſtry of hiscboſen er. 
{£91 Fad vant ourlate Soveraigne; yetnone 
£&t bay. ofthEwerecom arable vntotheſe, 


=} the Purity of Religj 

ſupported by one mo mI 
cnitienekind of co ommendable Church governmentzand 
theplenty of al manner of good dantly dey 
rivedfrom the two Wel-{pringstherof,intoaltheparts, 
bothof the Church and Common-wealth, For the con- 
tinuance ,bothofthem andrhereſt, it was herwiſeand 


happycare, toſcleQand take neere\ vnto berfoccellunly 
| 


- The Epiſtle 


Menofrare Endowments & perſonal gifts,men of deepe- . 


iudgement, long experience, great moderation , loving 


learning and fearing God. Whom therefore ſhee did . 


placein chiefeſt authority vnderher,thatvnder her they 
might be the greatercomforttothe Miniſtery , the ber= 
ter encouragement vnto learning,the morenoble coun- 
tenanceto Religion,andas the Prophet ſpeaketh * /2# 2s 
blefines tothe whole land | 

In this honorable rancke we cannot, (Moſt Reverend 
and Right Honorable)without open wrong,but acknow. 
ledge your Lordſhips to be ſecond vntonone ofall your 

edecefiors. The long, experience thatthis kingdame 


ath had zof your honorable Imployments for the main-' 


renance oft Rehpgion and learning,as your ſeverallplaces 


doe ſpeciallyrequire,wouldchecke our want of duty, if 
we diddiflembleit; and filence the: detraftion of any o«- 


ther,that ſhould goeabour to impeachit. 
' Whichas we recount with (ingulercomfort, for the 
daicsthar are paſt; ſo for the preſent, itis the veryſtayof 
our harts,that the ſame cod, of his accuſtomed goodnes, 
hath given the ſame mmde;vnto our moſt gracious and 
dread Soveraigne, ' toperſefue CPE ſame 
things in Church and Common-wealth , by the Godly 
care &prudentcounfaile, of the very ſelfefame Perſoas. 
For had we nor vnder his princely wiſdomeandclemen- 
cy,ſfuch immediate Patrones, (which now with long vſe, 
are growneinto a very ſympathy ofonr eſtates; ) rowhs 
we might reſort in our needful times of trouble:it would 
amate our mindes , and vrterly aftonith vs'in ourvnder- 
Randings,to ſeethe inſolent endevoursand ſtraungeart- 
rempts,of fond Familiſts;abſurd Browniſts,8 perfidious 
Papiſtszalofchem withimportunitie, and ſelfe.concei- 


ted-- 


f 
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Dedicatorie. 
red confidence, intending andexpeQiing the innovarion 
of Religion;through theoverthrowofthe Cleargy , and 
ruineof the Vniverfities. | 

Allwhich notwithſtanding, hadnoropenedthe deres 
of ourlips, nor made way to this our tuſt complaint ; but 
thattherecameroour ſight long ſince, ©2» humble peri- 
$10n of « Thouſand MiniHers at once: Which wee may 
welreſemble vneoſtilrunningRreames , which are dee- 
peſtthere, where they ſcemerobe moſt calme. Thiswe 
beheld with grearforrow of heart: conſidering how it is 
repleate,with vnthankefulnes rowards Godfor his mer- 
cies towards vs;with iniury to Hey gracious governmer, 
(whoſe Memory be pretious vatoall poſterity;) with re- 
proachtorheir Fathers that begot them inthe Goſpell; 
with preiudice to the Breaſts, that(ifthey be any thing ) 
did giue them ſucke; withcontempr of their Brethren, 
and fellow Laborers ( artheleaſt )in the Lordsharveſt. 
Howbciras long as it paſſed inprivate; vnder the name 


ofa particular motion, made to his moſt excellene Maic= 


ſticzwelaidour handesvpon our mouthes , andwith due 

reverence expeced infilence; the wiſe reſolution of His 

religiousheart... & ELITER 

Butcheſe men{as they areimpatient ofdelay, orelsto 

gainecredite with the-people,on-whom they greatly doe. 
rely)ſoone after,ſend forth mro al quarters of the Realm, 

ſtore of theſe prerended Petitions: accompanied vvith 

ſuch lewd, falſe, and abſurde ſuggeſtions, as ifour noble 

King hadlent their motiona favourable care, andgiven 

itſomekinde of conſenting intertainment;as if inal this, 

they had done nothing;wherevnto they were notanima« 
tedandencouraged, by ſome of ſpeciall credire withhis 

Highnes ;as.if ſome bufic headed ſtrangers, had vnderta- 


q'3. ken: 


The Epiſtle 
' ken their cauſe,andenſured the ſafe conduit of their wea- 
ther beaten barge , tothe haven of theirhope. Were 
there any ſuch, wee woulde requeſt them toremember, 
that it is neither manners nor difcretion, to take vpon 
themina State, wherein (for ought we know)they baue 
nothing to doe. It may ſuſlice,that they are partakers of 
the good things ofthe land; letthem thanke God andthe 
King,and bequict,, But weare verily periwaded, there 
* are noneſuch; chatthis,asalthereſt , 1s given ont vnder 
hand amongtheir credulous adherents, only ad facien- 
dum populam. A tricke oftheirs,with which wee haue bin 
-longacquainted. 
This courſe {Right Honorable) did make vs thioke, 
-thatnow they had altered the nature of that forefaide 
Schedule;andofan Intirled Petition to his Maicfty. had 
made it a covert kind of be. Wherby(ſecurely as they 
thought) they might depraue and ſlaunder,not only the 
Communionbook, but the whole eſtate of the Church, 
as it ſtandes reformed by ourlate Soveraigne, V Vhich 
vndue & diſhoneſt praQiſe,havingſo changed the qua- 
lity of their Petition;wherher it hath brought the Con- 
trivers and Preferrers of it within the compaſle of thar 
ſtature. I. Eljzeb; and made them lyable tothe Penalties 
of the ſame: we take not vpon vs to determine. Howbeit 
hereof we could nor but take notice;thatby their impu- 
nity, diverſe other very lewdly affected, haue in diverſe 
parts of the kingdome,preſumed to trouble his Maieſty, 
andraxethe ſtate, with thelike clamorons bel, and 
defamatory ſupplications . Cr 
The conſideration whereof beganne to admoniſh vs, 
thatnow ir ſorted with ourduty, to ſhewe our ſelues, as 
* 4ruly zealons,& carefully religious in the ey 7 = 
>hurch, 
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Deditatorie. 
Church, for the quicting ofmens minds , and etlingof 
their conſciences, by fome ſhort animadverſions vpon 
their proceedings:as theſe faRtious perſons have beene_ 
audatiouſly venterous,andprepoſteroully heddy,toma- 
nifeſt their malice; thereby to diſtrat and draw the peo-. 
ple,from their love & liking ofthe preſent ſtate, Where« 
vnto we were the rather invited, by the commendable 
example,of our Reverend brethren of the Vniverſitic of 
Cambridge ;whoto make knowne their diſlike of theſe & 
ſuchlike fatious Schiſmariks,have paſled 2 2race in their 
publicke Congregationto this effec. 


Placet vobls , uf quicung, dottrinam vel diſciplinam « crpma 
Eccleſia Anglicane,uveleins partem aliquam , dictis ant veriiry of C5- 
ſtriptis,aut quocung, aliomode,in Arademii Cantabrigi- Pridge lun.4, 

\ POET F554 1603.againſt 
enſi publict oppugnaverit: ab omni ſuſceptograds ſuſÞen> t:cious Puri. « 
datur,& 4 ſuſcipiendoexcludatur ip[o fatto. tanes- 


By which their wiſe andneceſlary Decree, they have 
not only encouraged vs,vntothis our Apology;but with 
al aſſured vs;that beth they themſclues,and (aswe con- 
ceaue)many thouſands moe,of the iudiciousand obedt-: 
ent Miniſters of this land: are ready to giuevsthe righe 
handof fellewthip in this worke,and willing to ſubſcribe - 
vntothe ſame, if.thecaule didneceſfarily require it,or - 
the time would permitte. 

Bur your Lordſhips knowe right wel , that Truthob-- 
taineth no great auCoritie, by the many voices thatac- 
knowledge it atonce. Andfor our parts we vtterly con- 


demnethecourſe, thattheſe Schiſmatikshaue therin ta-.- 


ken. VVho tobolſterout their ſtale obieAtions and falſe - 
calumniati6s,have trudged vp & downe diverſe Shiers, . 
to ger the conſent, of they care not whom 3 ſothey way | 

vp thetale, andpretendanumber., In which _ | 


that was a notable Straragemewhich (farrebeſides the 
Authors purpoſe)we did light vpon of late. May itpleaſe 


your Lordſhips to hauepatience , while we propoſe it , 


and(o leaue it to your Honorable cenſure. hs 
H, 1. amanthat was of ordinary partes, & of as or- 
dinary place, when helived among vs; is now, it ſeemes, 
become aprincipal Agent, anda ſpecial Procurator of 
the publicke cauſe among the faRtious. He,(much miſta« 
kingin his ſtrong conceipt , that toinſinuate with a man 
of wiſedome , would bee ſufficient toferch himoverts 
that ſide.) VVrites vntooneofeminent lorte among vs, 


tI 


after this faſhion. 
*Orcover I am to ket you underſtzd that many leay- 
»Scilicerin ned and godly Minifters,* areaboutto exhibite #9 
lune , when the Kings Maieſtie,a Petition for the Ref ormatio 


Ce nn of things amiſſe in our Church; wherevnto « conſent of a 
in aptil before Many, es cIUCNiZH we can get is very behooueful. My opin 
nid & truſt seocerning you,that youwil be not enh a Par- 

taker,but alſo « fartherer of thu Chriſt ia duty. 1hawe "hon 

you here incloſedtheforme tobe ſlubſcribed,by al ſach,us 

have good will to this purpoſe. Iprayyou let me have an du- 

ſwere hereof fromyou , as ſoone asyou may; with ſo many 

of your well affetted friendes hk thereuntoarſhallbee 

({chought) good. 7t #1 net intendedthat your names ſhalbe 

raſbly ſhewed,#0 am mans preiudzte,but bereſervedio a fit 
portunity;if we ſhall perceave,that they al togither being 

Tat forth,will further ons deſires & ſuite.Of the good 

ſucceſſe whereof, we conceave good hope thanks be to God, 


« Thus beſteching Godto keepe and ſanitifie vs for his ſer- 


vice, end to give vs vviſedome in all thinges : 1 bid 


w WW & & Fyv R890. 
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Dedicatorie. 
you barteh farewell. VVoodftreete in Landon the' XXX:4f 


Inn. 1 6093s : 
Yours to his power 


H.- Is 


Po# ſeri t. Icould wiſhyouto conferje 
with D. A. about this matter. 


Thus much of the Letter. 
— NowtheFormeto befubſcribed vnto,is this. 


FVVe whoſe names are winder written doe agreetomake 
our humble Petitiontothe Kinges HMaicſtie, that the pre- 
ſent Fate of the Chureh , may bee fartherreformedinall 
#himgs needtfull; according tothe rule of Gods holy worde, 
andagreeabletothe example of ether reformed Churches, 
which haze reftered both the Doftrine& Diſcipline, as it 
W4 deljzveredbyour Saviour Chriſt, and bis holy Apoſtles. 

Your Lordſhips ſee the mannerofthe men. This col- 
Iufionand cover; were verybaſe betweene man & man. 

Burfor chem, thus to vie their Soveraigne; firſt to give 
him-aPetitionin'thenameofa Thouſande ,and thento 
ſcatter itabroadwith this gloſle ,, Of chegood [accelſe of 
our ſuite,we doronceanue good hoperthanks be to Godz Ther 
by ex poſt {afFo,tobepge and itcale as many hands toir, 
as could be got: this is /uchb #uffe, as wee willpaſle over 
with reference to that of Tuly vnto Antonie;* Fuaxtem , Philip;a, 
ed hberior,&c.Itistheadvantage tome Men have, that 
NING doſuchthings, as a modeſt Adverſatic can- 
nor well reprove. \But it is futeable rorhe Imputations 
ide ypontheirlate Princes governement, 


_ 


whe his Maieſty ſhall fruſtzare their vaine 


_ - * - 


— 


_— 


'The Epiftle 
imaginations; theyhavelcfretheirolde wont,iffome of 
them doenot verifie thatof the Poet, | | 

--- Ferment um, & que ſemelintas 


ii F Innata eft ,ravto tecore,exibit Caprificus. 


- Howſoever; the Thingthatwe would ſpecially obſerue 


outof this Scriptzis in the miner of Swb/Triptio, Where 
hence it doth moſt plainely appeare, that the particulars 
ſpecified in the Petition;arenot the vemoſt End whereat 
they aime ; they haue atiother marke. | 

»» CAllthinges needefull according tothe rule of Gods 
V ord, agreabletotheexample of other reformed Char- 
ches;is their Vp-ſhar. But is it ſo indeede? VVhy; They of 
the Petition 'de/re:((onely) Reformation of certaine Cere- 
monies and Abuſes: They neither 4s fattious men,affett 
« Populay Paritie inthe Church, nor as Schrſmatickes, 
aime at the d:ffolution of the State Eecleſratticall: their 
humble ſuites, that the offences followong may bee ye- 
moved , amended, qualified: They (good men) defire T hat 
ovhich ſhall be preiudjciall unto none, but &e. tis true; 
The voice of the Perition 5mightſeeme robe. the; voice - 
of 7acob, thouphithe: hands ofthe Subſcription appeare 
plainely ro be the hands of E/as; weteitriorthat there is 
alſo a Claufe in theirPetition, {Nowthat we havetheir- 
owne expolitiqn of itwe'can obſetveit; and;thar iris re- 
peated thriceforfailing , viz. Theſe awd ſome other v fed; 
Theſe andother ſuch like; Theſe vuith other ſuch Abu- 
ſes, which houlderh very good correſpotidecy withthe 
forme of Subſcription . Heererofore,we:could fot rell 
what to make of thoſe wordes,and therefore maderhem 
no anſwere. They ſeemed ynto vs a very Nemo" Scit:; a 
Mathematike Line;din;/bilis in ſemper deviſibiliat but 


now vponthis new Adyettiſerientyhaving coparedrh, | 
oniggtt mftanigttiedbig ent Sw Qty. won bite }.. 
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7 _ Dedatorte. 
wefindethem Paralele,to thoſe 1/thru25 needFull 6. 
in the'Subſcriptis:Whichrell vs plainly, They wil never 
have anend, till eirher they have ſet vpthePresbitery , 
Orelſebecurofby Authority. .  ' + by 

- Thethird & laſt remarkeable matter, which we hum- 
bly referre vato your Lord(hips due regard, isacerteine 
Semblance;which inthis our halfe yeares ſilence , vvee 
haue obſerved intwo contrary Factions, that haueſhew. 
edthemſeclues by their Petitions, diſcontented. withthe 

preſent State,8& Eccleſiaſticall Government:namely in 
the Papiſts andthe Paritants. VVe willvie theirowne 
ſyle;and come asneexe as we can,to their very words. 

-X They Bothintitk rhemſclues the Kinges afflifFed 
ſubiefes, andaboueallother,bu devoted ſervants. _ . 

2 They Bothpretend awenforcement of «ſpeedy re- 
conrſe to his Maieftie , for « preſent Redre(ſe and Refors 
mation. | 

-3 They Both coplaine,of being overwhelmed with: 
enduring perſecution through aſeef Living & Liberty. 

54 They Bothgroundtheir Doctrine and Diſcipline 
vpon'the ſacred text of Gods word and Goſpel. my 

*'5 They Both condemne the obedience of Prore-. 
ſantestothe Lawes Eſtabliſhed,ro bee, nor for Conſci- 
enceand/zeale:but for Morull honeftie,and feare of tem- 
porall puniſhment ,laiththe Papift; For their owneguict, 
crean,and profit in the world,laiththe Paritaine. 

- 6 © They Bothrenolice apablicke atrerat iv, difcoln- 
#19 of the State Eccleſiaft.burtheone pleads for aprivate. 
Toteygtion;the other (for ſooth) for « Godly Reformation. 

' 7 + They Both denythat they exhibite their Peritios, 
with 4 ramu/raous ſpirit,or with a diſleyall es Schiſmatical 


#w1de. Of vvbich their Semblable Aſeertions ,in argu- 


C4 2 ments 


"The 'Fpiftte 
ments-{6 oppoſite,we might lay in a word,as the Orater. 
doathof icOpigions; 1t cannot be that more then. 
one of them ſbould poiblitbee true , but i verxpoſable, 
that both may bee fe . Yer werathertake vpthatin the, 

*kd.a5-4- Booke of * /#dees; ahd fay of themand theirdeſignes : 

Verily theſe men are like Samſons Foxes. They have: 
their heades ſeveredindeed; the Oneſort looking tothe 
Papacy,che Ochexrothe.Preobirorce. Bur they are fredto- 
gither by therailes , 'vvith fire-byvanaes betwyocene them. 
Which ifrhey bee norquenchedin time, areableto ſer 
the whole Land ina Combuſtion and Vprore, 

I F-inany of theſe,or inthem all,there doappearevn« 
toyour Lordſhips ſuch mayer of moment,...axmight 
move men of care,& ſome diſctetiontoweite in defence 
ofthemſelues, andthe. preſent State; ifin our manner of 
writing , wee baue held that hand, (not by way of large 
diſcourſe,bur as the brevicy of Notes will ſuffer , ) which- 
doth beſeeme a modeſt gnd ingenuous anſwere; it in nei- 
ther ofchemtherebe any thing ſooffenſhie,or defeRiue, 
or inpertinent , but thar , vnderthe winges of your Ho- 
norab'e Pattonage it may paſſe into the Preſence of his, 
Excellent Maieſtie;, and there attend bis moſt4udicious 
and learned Cenſure , yet ſoattempered with his rare &; 
ſinguler mildnes , as in ithe is wontro accept the duty & 
ſerviceofhis meaner Subies:ebex (andnot otherwiſe) 
we belcech your. Lard(bips that of your wanreddavour;. 
you willaccompanyiwithyour graccfull Preſence, and 
asthe ArgumErofour religious AﬀeRiss in al humility 
preſcntitto his Highnes: then wee entreare,that inthe 
Honorable regard you have of thole Noble partes of this 
Church , 'which God bath-ſpecially beraken inco-your 
Proteiczinihe loyalremeinbragee you retaineof Hee: 


Ro, 
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Degicatorie.. | 
Maicſtie that late wayand her happie Government; in - 
the bounden dutie you owe to bis Maieſtie that nowe is; 
andthe Well doingefhiswhble Kingdome; in the Pie 
tieand zeale which you beare to God ,his Church, and 
te his ſacredtruth : you will rake occaſion heerety , All 
as one man, ioyntlyto imploy-that great Grace, and 
high Favour , which Godhath given you in thecies of 
your Soveraignez to the preſent ſupporte of Religion , 
maintenaunce of Learning, defence ofthe Church, 
ſtrengrhening the State, ferling the mindes of che Peo- 
ple, eſtabliſhing peace andtranquillitie in the Land: by 
rakingthe Foxes , the little Foxes, vvhich marre our 
Vines , that they beare ſmall Grapes ; and by chaſing a- 
waythewilde'Boare of the Waod , andthe Beaſtes of the 
Forreſt ; that otherwiſe wouldeate them vp, and vtterly 
deſtroy them . So God ſhall take Pleaſure in your Care 
and Conſcience;the King,inyourfaithfull Service; his 
Subicts ſhal dwelſafe,vnder the ſhadow ofhis Wings .. 
and we your Clients ſhall ſend this reſtimony after you: 
Many Patrones of the Clergie , many Chauncelours of 


_ the Vniverlities,have done vertuonſh,but Theſe ſurmoit: 
= teathemall, . 


Now the God that giveth both Glorie, and Grace , 
ive your Loxdſhips allmanner of Graces fitte for your - 
Ai h Callings in this World; and That farxemoſt cx- 
cellentandeternallwaightof Glarie ,-in. the Worldto. - 
Come, | ; 
Your Lordfhipsin alldutic, 
| ; 
| The Pcechancelour,, the Doftors, the Profiors, -, 
and, other the Heades of Houſes inthe. -. 
Vuiverſitie of Oxfard.. 


To the Reader. 


| (wereto the Petition,therecamevnto vs, 

T9) a very kinde and wel-penned Letter,con-. 

ALOARH cerning thismatter. VVhich wee might 

OYLAS2DY notiuppreſſe, (though.itbee but rudely. 

-hereinſerred ) without great iniury., tothar whole Vnt- 
verſity; andnoleſle detriment vntothecauſeit ſelfe. 


i 


FNDORSED 


To the Vicechancelour, and others of the 
Vniverſity of Oxford. 


<—d YM naperrime es quidem [erd ad- 
dren ad anres pm ps Loker? 
ſet famaae libello Regie Maieſts- 
| #;proreformanaa( ſcilicet) Eccle- 

ap. fa, aMiniſtris mille , vt perhiben- 
tur , exhibits: etſinihil in conovi 
reperiretur,cui non plus millies an- 

tehac reſponſum ſit , tamin quont- 

em wamernn 147 ant, vi inteliigerent Millenarij iſt, - Ss 
Saxlo mille adſtent , David; inhac cauſa deciesmille nun? 
quam defutauros,nibil prinshabuimus aut antiquius,quam 
v4 Opeti omni reſponjiont indignifiimo,aliquod t amen re- 
ſpomſnm pararemus . Ouod dum meditemuy , defertur ad 
nos Academia Oxonienſis Apologia certt difertifima, 
' -querationum moments breviſame refutaret, quicquidab 
Iſtis.24wto antes labore: confettum eſſet , ant confictum. 
O44 


A Mmediately after the Printing ofour an». 


Eee Nr ee, OO Tron 


On4 conſpe#a,nihil nobis reliqui videbatur , quorita aw- 
teverterat Fratrii noſtrorum in cauſa optmas zelths &rin. 
duſtria prompts ſatis & parata ad hominum levi y-- 
it us omnes vel ex tempore refellendos: quamen ill; fiow- 
dere certaſſent areumentorum , nos nimero, quolftimuxi- 
me glorianitur, pugnaremin . Ouod & antes , "quaſidiot- 
nantes & previdimuu, cs providimus ; Cam enmdefun- 
a Elizabetha Regina eptima,c? 11 cauſa optima,(quod in 
mulicre prope ſingulare eſt, & inauditum) ſemper conſt an- 
riſima, ſemper eadem, nontam Principu Religioſiſſime 
interitum, & religionis ſinon intereuntis at ſumme certe 
periclitantis caſum deploraye quam in adventum Regis no-- 
Vi novas res medit arc iti capiſſent.e in dies moliri: per- 
opportune [uccurreridum cenſuit Academia, & convoca- 
to ſenatu frequent admodum, & celebri decernendum; vt 
Quicung; Eccleſiz Anglicanz dodtrinam ,vel Diſcipli- 
nam , vel cjus partem aliquam legibus publicis ſtabili-. 
tam, ſcripris, vel dictis, velquocung; modo, in Acade-. 
mia Cantabrigienſi publice oppugnaverit,abomni gra- 
duſuſcipiendoexcludatur, & aſuſcepto ſuſpendaturip- 
ſo fatto. Quodgquidem Decretam congenſu prope onanim# 

—_— tabulis publics Inny * 9.1603. conſigna-* akr# to - 

tum,nunc demum teſtatum cupimus univerſis , oi intelli- AG 9.08 : 
gant omnesde Diſciplina noftrs,non impoſita,ſed ſuſcep- ificbadbin | 

F4libere &-retenta quidexiſtiment non in angalts Opini» "_ _— | 

aſtri nonnulli', ſed in aperto Senatu Cantabrigienſes - 

prope wniverſi. Quorum conſenſum, cum tam fraterne 

Foncywat & conſpiret cum Apologia Oxonienſi, cum Scrip< 

writ, Patribis,Concilys, Principum noſtrorum Decretts, 

Legibwus, Parliaments; cant nunc mille ſti, & lebris no- - 

ftrisfere mille in hunc finem edit & conſeriptus,cum evit - 

atium & f acultas, reſpondeant priv,quam Cramben toties- - 
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decollum Regitempradlenti.tom literato,tam imputentey 
obtradamt. Aut fi numerari malint quam ponderavi ſuffr e- 
£is,cogitent homunciones miſeri,ab Academys Myſif 7, 
rele #1, quamnallius numer fint quam plant nthils. Ya- 
tete fratres in Chriſto Chariſ/imi, & nes noſtyamg, Acade- 
miem ſumma vobis & fiudiorum & morum ſimilitudine 
cenmm(fans, vt [acitis, amate.Cantab,Ottob.7. 1603s 
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'By the Vicechancelour;and others 


the Heades of the Vniver- 
ſiry of Cambridge. | 
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THE HYVMBLE PETITION OF 
THE MYJNFfSTERS OF THE 
(hurch of England, deſiring Reformation of 
certaine Ceremonies and abuſes of 
the Charch. =, 


Tothe moſt Chriſtian and excellent Prince, 

_ ourGracious anddreadSoveraigneJames 
by the grace of Gad, exc. Wee the Miniſters of 
the Church ofEnglandthatdeſireReforma- 
tion; with a long mg and happic 
Raigne over vs, In this life, andinthenextes 
verlaſting ſalvation. 


x OST gracious & dread Soveraignes 

ſeeing it hath- pleaſed the devine 
s) Mateſtie, tothe great comfort of all 
good Chriftians , to aduaunce your 
Highnes, according toyour inf title, 
80 the peaceable government of this 
L Church and Common wealth of Eng- 

| | $a nd: we the Miniſters of the Goſpell 
jntbiclend , #eithey 4s fattiom men, effecting a popular 
Parity inthe Church , nor 4s 0 as axming I 


- 


The Petition. - + | 
diſſolution of the ſtate 'Eccleſiaſticall; but as the faithful 
ſervantsof Chrift, and lojall ſubietFs to your Maiehty de- 
firing and longing for the reareſſe of diver ſe abuſes of the 
Church; could doe noleſſe, tn our obedience to God, ſervice 
toyour Maieſtte , lone to his Church , then acquainte your 
Princely Maieſtic , with our particalar griefes .. For a4 
your Princely penne writeth, The King as a good Phyliti- 
on, muſt firſtknow what peccant humors his pacient na- 
eurally is moſt ſubie&t vnto, before he cartbegin his cure, 
Andalthough drvers of vs that ſue for Reformation, haue 
formerh in veſpett of the times ſubſcribed to the booke, 
ſome wpon Proteftation, ſome pon expoſitions give them, 
ſome with condition, rather then the Church ſhoulde haue 
beene deprived of their labour and Miniſtery; yet now we, 
tothe riumber of more then a thouſand; of your MaieFties 
ſubieits. and Miniſters, all groaning 4s under a common 
burden of humane Rites andCeremonies,doe with one joint 
conſent humble our ſelues at your MateHties feete tobe ea- 
ſed and reheved in this behalfe . Our humble ſuite then 
onto your Maicſtie ts, that theſe offences following , ſome 
muy be removed, ſome amended, ſome qualified. 
I Inthe Churchſervice . That the Croſſe 3n Bap- 
tiſme,Interrogatories miniſtred to Infants, Confirmation, 
46 ſuperfluous may be taken away. Baptiſme not to be mi- 
niftredbyVFomen,and ſo explaned. The Cap and Surplice 
notorged. That examination may goe beforethe Commu». 
#ion. That it be miniftred with a Sermon. That diver ſe 
fermes of Prieſts , 'aud Abſolution,and ſome other w ſed, 
with theRing in mariage,end other ſuch like inthe booke, 
may bee corrected. The long-ſomenes of ſervice abridged, 
Gharch ſongs and Mnſicke moderated to better edification, 
That the Lords day be not prophaned, Thereft vpon = 
S$ n 


The Petition. z 
daies not ſo ftriith urged. That there may ber an wnifor- 
mityef dotFrine preſcribed. No popiſh opinion tobe any 
more taught or defended. Np Miniſters charged to teach 
their people to bow at the name of Jeſus. That the Canows- 
eall Scriptures only be readin the Chmrch, 

2 Concerning Church Miniſters. That none here« 
after be admitted into the Miniſtery, but able and [af fict+ 
ent men, andthoſe topreach diligently; and eſpecial upon 
the Lords day. That ſuch as bee already entred and cannot 
preach znay either be removed,and ſome charitable cour ſe 
#cken with them for their reliefe : or elſe tobee forced ac- 
cording to the valew of their livings, tomainetaine prea- 
chers. That N.on-reſidencie be not permitted. That King 
Edwards ftatute for the lewfalnes of Miniſters mariage, 
berevived.That Minifters be not urged to ſubſcribe,but, 
according to the lew, tothe Articles of Religion, andre 
Kings ſupremecy oneh. 

3 ForChurchlivings and maintenance, That Br- 
Jhops leavethair Cimendams.ſome holding Prebends, ſame 
Par [onages,ſomeVicarages with their Beſboprickes. That 
double benefcedme,be not ſuffered to hold, ſome two, ſome 
three benefices with cure: and {amet wothree,or foure dig- 
nities beſides. That Impropriatios annexed to Biſhoprickes 

and Colledges,be demiſed only tothe Preachers Incumbits, 
for the old Rent. That the Impropriations of Lay mens fee, 
may be charged with « ſixt,or ſeaveth part of the worth,to 


#hemmaeintenance of thepreaching _— her, 
4 * For Church diſcipline . That the Difcipline,and 


Excommunicat ionmay be adminiſired according to Chriſts 
o'Pnc inſtitution. Or at the leaſt that enormities may bee 
vedreſſed. As namely, That Excommunication come nt 
forth vnderthe name of Lay per ſons,Channcellonrs, off 
JS A 2 - 4Gf 
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erals ee. That men bee not excommunicated for triffes 
grwelue penny matters. That none be excommiicated with- 
out conſent of his Pafoy. Thatthe officers be not ſuffered 
toextort onreaſonable fees. That none having luriſdiits- 
onor Regiſters places, put out the ſame to farme. That dis 
 werſe Popifſh Canons, (a5 forreſtraint of marriage at cer- 
rerne times) be reverſed . That the Long-ſomnes of ſuites 
en Eccleſiaſtical courts, (which hang ſometime twothree, 
foure,frve,ſaxe ,or ſeavenyeares) may be reſtrained. That, 
the Ochex officio, wherby men are forced to accuſe them- 
ſelves be more ſparingh vſed. That Licenſes for mariage 
Without Banes asked, be more cautiouſly granted. . 
 . Theſe with ſachother Abuſesyet remaining & practi. 
ſedinthe Church of England, we are able toſhew not to be 
aqreeable tothe ſcriptures, if it ſhall pleaſeyour Highnes 
farther to hare s,00 more at large by writing to be enfor- 
med,or by ciference among the learnedto be reſolved. And 
yet we. doubt not ,but that wuithout any farther proceſſe, 
your Miieſty( of whoſe Chriſtian indgement we have re- 
ceived ſogood 4 teſt alreay) is able of your oe , t6-iudge 
of the equity of this cauſe. God we truſt hath appointedyoun 
Highnes our Phyſtion,to heale the ſe diſeaſes. And we ſap. 
wh wordecaizo Hefter;who knoweth, whether you are 
cometothe kingdome forſuch atime? Thus your Majeſty 
ſhalldethat which we are per ſwaded, ſballbe acceptable to 
God honorable toyour Maieſfty in all ſucceeding ages, prox 
fable to his Church which ſball be thertby encreaſed.com- 
fortable toxour Miniſters , which ſhall bee no more ſuſpen- 
ard, ſlenced,d:ſeraced,impriſencd for mens Traditis: ex 
preindicialltonone but tothoſethat ſecke their owne qui+ 
et,credit andprofit inthe world, Thus vuith all dutifull 
Sulmiſton, A Aer onr ſelves toyour Cs 
: 7 wes 


fare foryourgracions anſmere, as God ſballdivetFyon' wee 
mt hiambly recommendyour Highnes to the divine Ma- 
zeſty; whom os echfor chi his ſake to diſpoſe your 
roell heart to dee heerein, what ſhall be to his onregeed 
of his Charch, andyour endles comfort. 


Your Maicftics moſt humble Subicts 


The Miniſters of the Gofpell , that deſire not « 
diſorderly mnovation , but adue and 
Lodly Reformation. 
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THE ANSWERE OF THE VICE- 
CHAYNCELOYR, THE DOC 
tors,both the Proftors,e other the Heads 
of Houſes in the niverſity of Ixford, 


Ts thePetition of theMiniſtersof the Church 
of Englanddeſiring reformation. 


__——_— 


Fa their Petition, there are three 
principal partes. 
z APreface. | 
2 AComplaintconſiſting of fowre ſpeci- 
all pointes, In eyery of them they de- 
fire that certaine Ceremonies and A- 


| buſes, maybe ſome of themremoved, 
ſome amended, ſome qualified. 


3 ACondluſion. 


—h—C. 


FOR ANSWER WHEREVNTO: 


z In 


OO 1 In General, 
2-25) EE moſt himblybeſeechhismoſt 
WT {x excellent Maicſtie,thatirmay bee 


Le 


conſidered, how incotivenient and 
v/ SY vnſufferable ic js in Chriſtian poli- 
mM 699 cie,to permita' long and wellſetled 
SAT \ ſtare of governmentgGbeſomuch 
8 LS. as queſtioned; much more to bee 
* 1lrered, for a few of his SubieQs: »Ipſa murari 
eſpecially conſidering the marter , pretendedtobee the confucrudinis, 
h cauſe of theſe mens griefe,and of their deſired Reforma- mags dg 
tion,vnjuſtly ſo called. For it is citherthe Ceremonies of novirare per- 
the Church,or 4b»ſesin the Church,as theyalleagde. eymains, ng 
_ wee humbly recommende to his Princelyre- 118.cap $.: wy 
membrance, 1091 
Firſt concerning Ceremonies , that they are either 
ſuperſtitious.& then no waics to bee admitted-Of which 
fort ic ſhould ſeeme by the Petitioners, (8 wee areready 
ro proueJſthat the Ceremonies ofour Church are-not, . 
Becauſerheſe men confefle, that in reſpeRtofthe times + 
: they did ſubſcribe vato them: or ifthey were ſuch, with 
- whar coſcicce didthey ſubſcribe,in reſpeR of the times ? - 
Orels,things in themſclues indifferent. Andrhen the - | 
| ſupreme Chriſtian Magiſtrate, hath lawful bauthoritje iMclaninryi-- 
; to forbid, and we muſt forbeare : to commande; and wee 24 Rom. Pecs: 
muſt obey; notonly for feare , but for conſcience ſake! - —_— | 
Of whichkinde if theſe Ceremonies be (as we will iuſtj- &a Magiftifia, - 
he,and they cannotdeny) where is thentheir pretended tec Hen be 
obedience? .VVhere is their. applauſe ofhis Maieſties Irony 
Ppeaceable governement?. -Vhy doe they trouble both 2Þ* Ecclcfia- 
Church & Common wealth,inreſpeR of matters which a Lorry, 
induty and conſcience they may well , and ought wil. modis, &c. 
lingly,coſubmitte themſelves ynto?. .. | pre. S 
| " 


.z -Touchingthenatureor of them, whether 
theyarein the veric Canſtirutions of our Church, or ra- 
ther in the Executionofthe ſaid Conſtitutions, Ifnotin 
the Conſtitutions themſelues,(as when wee deſcendeto 

- theparticularsic wil appeare :) there isnocauſe why the 
governmentſbouldbe changed: or theſe men ſuffered, 
thus tocalumniate the ſtate, wherein there is nothing 
Poſitize , that is worthy cf blame. Itin the Execution; 
(whichas we will not abſolutely deny, ſo theſe men can- 
notealilic prouc,)that may be remedied by amending or 
removing of ſome certaine offendors, withoutalterati- 
onofthe ſtate. 

. - 2 + Touching thedegreeorgrievouſnes oftheſe abu- 

*Caty.adv.a. ſes,(whether in the Conſtitution, as they ſuppole, &we 
nab.artz. V- deny5-or inthe Execution which ſimply,andineverie 
ip(c= particular,*no Church in Chriſtendome js able to iuſti- 
riſtz) incode fie,and yer none,lo muchas this of ours : ) we vnderrake 
ow_ mo” to proueagainſt thethouſand thatmaſke vaknowne vn- 

_ Ec. derthat generalitic , thattheyare net ſuch , nor ſo hey- 

clefii quzre- nous, as deſerue this their bitter reprehenſion: much 

hil poſicr defi lefſe ſuchan alteration , inthe Church and Common- 
derari,ic- wealth, as woulde enſue; iftheſe Petitioners might haue 


theirdelire. 


2, in Particuler | 
Concerningthe Preface. 
VFee doe but note. 


| I VWW HAT reckoning (intruth) theſe men doe 
hag make,of zuſt ritles vnto kingdomes,, who fa- 


YOUTrE 


* andconſtantreſolution of our late gracious Soveraigne, 


and diſcontentments.; They have thereby made ſuch a 


to-the Petition, © mn. 7 
yourthem *romuch;that were wont toſubje&tallkings 4De lur. reg; 
titles vnca popular cleftionand:approbation. *' - ora 
2. 'Whatcomfort (in deede} the Petitioners take in wb4: 
in the peace of his Mareſties government;who in-the ve- Kea: 06 | 
ry entrance thereof,by ſecking thisand the like daunge- : 
rous alterations, do diſquiet & dilturbe the' ſame. Vete 
other menaslitle inured to peace & ſubicQian, it mighe 
occaſion ſome inconvenience, yi? 
3 Howſoeverin wordes they decline the impnrati- 
on of fattiovs men affetting popular parity inthe Church, 
and, of ſcbiſmatikes ayming at the a;folution of the tate 
Eccleſiaſtical: yetit is towell knoweninthis kingdome, 
andby experience ic hath bin felce in thatof © Scotland, «yams 
what mannerof men.they.be: as alſo, what have bin the yes. pag. 
lamentable effects of their reformarions there, & would 35:49.41,&c. 
have bin likewiſe heere , hadnotthe prudent fore-ſight, 


continually repreſſed heir attempes, 

I heſe-men might have performed better, Fhety 
obedzence to God their ſervice to his Maieſtie their love 
z8 bu Charch: (as inthe particulars will appeare ) if they 
had forberne to trouble his Maieſty,the church of God, 
and this common wealth,with theſe their cauſcles griefs 


breach as will not eaſily (wirhout much wiſedome8& pa- 
tience) beecured. For whatare theſe men , that they 
ſbouldafſume ſo much ? or whatare the whole Cleargy 
of England beſides, thatthey ſhould bee ſoabaſedand 
conremned? 

5 -Thatwhichthey alleageout of his Highnes&«ol- 
axty i3ger, is a childiſh fallaciez abſurdly raking thatfor 
granted, which is the maine ons They muſtproue 


4 I0. by © The anſwere 


_ ns rhe booke,(as skornfully they tearme it) doeth manifeſtly 


lieris pugni- being Iudges; or cls that they did liberally difpence with 
ſobrizs homi. . . "vx es X 
a indizna men. Todothat #» reſpet# of the times, which inirfſelte is 
Kc. notlawful,provethlitle lefle then hypocrifie : toalleadge 
prorſus ſine vl ; ; Ms oY 
\ exceptions: VOknowne Proteſt arions, Expoſitions , and Conditions 11 
repudiarimus- their ſubſcription,doth argue no ſinceritic;and vpon due 
examination, will-fall outto be nothing,bur meere falli- 
UC. t 


it hadnot beene troubled, with their fatious ſermons & 


= monoF- much matterofadvantage , diſtrattedthe minds of ma- 

| &mereſtof ny weake ones, quite turned ſome otherfromthe loue: 
thar ſpirit. ofthe Truth. ES 

8: Thenumber of more then « thouſand, is but avi- 

zard, which we humbly intreat,may be pulled from their 


vnder the yoke of a Chriſtian & commendable governe- 


hauec reputed, moſt heavy burden of humane Rites & Ce- 
remonies- The vanity of which their complaint , comes. 


now-mote patticularlyrobe- diſcuſſed, | 


«> 4 


© 46. Eaom- 6 That aiver ſe of them hane formerly ſub ſcribed Fo: 
$i cum face, EVINCE,tbat either our Zextwreyis iuitifiable , themſclues- 


ta, auretiam thejrowne conſciences , which is notthepartofhoneft 


\ 7: Asfor their /abowrs 51m the Miniftery;be they ſich. - 
as they are. This Church of England had beene happy if 


eMartMar.P. S{currile pamphlets: whieh hauec given the Adverſary,. 


faces,that we may feeandknow the men;thatthus grove 


ment; which (maliciouſly andinivrioully ) they would 


| Cons. | 
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.ofmany ſermons, Alſo that none ſhould be admittedto 


£0 the Petition. 


Concerning the matters of their Com* 
plaint: 1.Of Church ſervice. 


1 TNthe Church ſervice, we arereadyto mainetaine, 
(but they muſt obieQtfirſt and proue the contrary.) 
Thartthe Crs in Baptiſme , Interrogatories mini- 

ftered to Infants,and Confirmation,are moſt ancient, iuſti-. 
fiable;andconvenient Ceremonies.and therefore to bee 
continued, 

2 Thatthe Church of England, northe-booke of ' Chyrwz. de. 
Common praier doth not preſcribe,thatBaprsſmne ſhould P52 Lev. 
be a#miniftred by women, Though we deny irnot, tobee Zuigel te 
»Baptiſme,ifperchance de faF#o, it bee by them admini- Hierbr, in 
ſtred. Fieri non debuit faitum valuit. CongTineh 

3 ThattheCap andSarphlce be not vreed.itis an ab- 
ſurde ſpeach andimplies confuſion. For ſoevery man 
ſhould be ſufferedin thatbehalfe to doe what him likerh, 
Againe,doe not their owne words import,that they may 
well be vied? but they muſt notbe pyged. Why? what is 
thereinaCaporina Surplis, that ſhould offend any ' Buc.dere 
manof ivdgement? ba 4 

4 That Examinationwherenecdeis, ſhould goe be- ad Hop. © 
fore the Communid,who dilliketh ? Or that it be miniſtred ns OD 
with a ſermon? But thatit ſhouldnot be miniſtred with- "i 9 
outaſermon,is abſurd; and hath bred in maniea vaine 
andfalſe opinion, as if, nottheword of Chriſts Inſticu- 
tion but ratherthe word ofa Miniſters expoſition, were 
a*neceſlarily andan eflentiall part otthe Communion: «T_c 1. 
Beſides he thatreadeth our Communion booke,ſþal ſee pag158. 
that therein the whole manner, end, and vſe of that holy 
inſtitution;is ſo excellently deſcribed,as may be inſteede 


B 2 . .. that 


wu "The anfwvere 


thatblefſed Sacrament,(of what age, ſtate, or condition 
ſoever)except they were firſtexamined after the Con- 
ſiſtorian faſhion,were infolent , iniurious, and inmanie 
; relpes moſt inconvenient. | 
\Le6-3te 5. Thetermesot * Prixfts and Abſolarion:the* Ring 
Geneva note #8 darriage and ſachother, which they have heretofore 
m_ ſhewe, traducedin their vnlearneddiſcourles; are by diverſe of 
Rn” ourlearned Devines,and ſhalbe juſtified . As contrary- 
new teſtamer wiſe by the Petitioners they wil neucr be-evicted worthy 
arc year tobe aboliſhed. | 
*BucerinCe- -6> Their-delire to hane the long-ſomnes of ſervice 4: 
fx.cap.zo. bridged, doth wel befit their great Devotion. Whonor- 
withſtanding are wonttoſpende an houre ſometimes or 
little lefle,in extemporarie , inconſequent, and ſenſlefſe 
praiers.conceaved raſhly.bythemſclues . From hence, 
their diſlike of ſer 8 tinted formes of praier, it doth pro- 
— ceede,that ſome of them omit, ſome refulero repeare, 
ſome condemne the.vic of the Lords praier, from hence 
hath Barrow and Greenewood taken theirbeginning, and 
fetched the premilles of their peſtilent and blaſphemons 
Concluſions. ; ; 
*Juft Martin - 7. Church ſongs and MHaſicke, are much beholden 
queſt adOrih torheſe men now :in as much as they can be content rs 
2%.Conk.1;, diſgeſtthem , ſorhey bee moderateazo better edrfication., 
' 26cap.3z» Thetime was when wee hauc heard. them ſpeake in this 
point,afteranotherſart. Meretricions Church-Muſicke, 
Toſing of texni«.bals, and ſuchlike ; werethere phraſes 
of Gods.deyineſervice. But thanked bee God, that his 
Maicſties devout affecion in this kind, hath forced from 
them this moderation. .. | 
8 Thatthe Lords1day be not. prophancd,  hecis veric 
prophane har deſirerh.not from bis hart. But what mans 


NET. 
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3 ner of Jaw-piversarethey,that!ay downetheirconſtitu- 
» tions in ſuch Negatives,infuch comparatives? Forwho 
c -candevine what they would have, when they! deſire rhat 


the Reſt vpon *. Holy dates be net ſo ftxifth wreed? Would «per Manyr. 
4 they haue men vpon ſuch daies goe to plough 8& carte, Fpiſt. adHop« 
- as ſomeof their humor hauecaufed their fervants rodo, PO 
f onthe very feaſt of Chrifts Nativity? Or dothey-mean; 
- that we ſhould take toour ſelves ſuch liberty therein, as 
/ certeine perſons latelyhave done; who being comman- 
ded by lawfull auRority-to celebrate:thefifrof Auguſt, 
with ioy and thankeſgiving for hisMaicſties moſt ſirang 
and wonderfull deliverance,vpon-the ſaid day now three 
yeares palt;zdid notwithſtanding ſpend the ſame (as wee 
are credibly-informed)-in faſtingandmaurningand ſuch 
like workes of their.obedience? Nay theſe &rhe like ex- 
periments doccauſeys, humblyand inſtantly rodefire, 
that both Sundaics and Holi-daies may bee religiouſly 
obſerved; and the intolerable prophavation of them, 
which is the rather broughtin,by theſe mens preachings 
andexamples,may be very ſeucrely punifhed.. 
9 Thatthere maybe anYniformitie of DotFrime pre- 
) ſertbed: That no Popiſhopinions may be any more taught ar 
, defended? \\ hat impurarions are theſe? howe preiudi- 
ciall?how iniurious? not onely vnrathe Church govern- _ 
* We referto 
} 
| 
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ment, bur vnto the Chriſtian faith eſtabliſhed in this ,1,. arcicles of 
RealmefV Vhatadvantrage do theſe men'in theſe ſhame- Religion a- 
eſſe ſuggeſtions reach vato the Papiſts?As if there were 51Cc0 von & 
? h i : 4 eſtab]: in 
no'® vniformity,no coſent ofdoQtrin amog vs?(foye ex- Convocation. 
ceptthE.)As itthere were ſome Popiſh opinions:raught Anno 1563. - 
.ang defendedin our Leiturgy ? (as they deeme)}whoare ,,, , 
ready to make everything? Popery which they doe not cap x4 de 
- fancy. Theſe are the weapans with which Be/armineand Ecc Milic, 
dba - HIRE 


; 
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- that broode,arewontro wounde, orrather falſely to re. 
. proch our faith andprofeſſion.. Good had ir beene thar 
_ - theſemen had never beeneableto write, rather then to 
| "on thus;to the ſcandallof Gods Church , & hisfacred 
: rut. | 
x0 Reverence done at the neme of Jeſws, is noſuper- 
tition,but an outward ſigne ofour inward-ſubieRion to 
his devine Maieſty,andanapparant roken ofourdevoti- 
on. VVhy doetheynotlikewile find fault with kneeling, 
ſighing,weeping/lifring vpof eiecs, knocking of breſtes, 
PP of hands vnto heaven? A!l which good men 
may vie in Gods ſervice with great pietie,though Hypo: 
crites doe otherwile. 
It | Theyaregroſely ignorant ifthey know itnot,or 
wilfully malicious and turbulent,ifknowing it to be law- 
-*Heroprzf. full, they yet oppugne the reading of the Hpocriphal 
| Do 7 Simb, Jersptures or writings inthe Church. N on adconfirma- 
Pellic. prafin $omems fides , ſed ad ref ormationem or inititutionem mo- 
293" Merho, 7999 35the Auncient 4 farhersſpeake andapprouc . As 
"Tizol 1 x.c.6. alſo the Articles of Convocation,& the Prefaces before 
the Apocriphal bookes inthe Engliſh Bibles , do dire&- 
ly ſhew: adding that they giuelight, tothe devine ſtory. 


2. (oncerning C burch-Miniſters. 
VE hanelydefire char ble and (af fici- 


_ ent men bee admitted ou he minifterie. 

T hat they preach diligemtlie,and that on the Sundayeſpeci- 
=; Pain ſhall judge of their ſufficiency? Or doth 
not the ſufficiecy of Miniſters Swſcipere magis minus? 
Werethe Miniſters of the Primitive Church,alofrthem, 
ableco preach? Did not ſome ofthempreach the m_ 
I _ 
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pell,* andother ſome readethe Scriptures, & adminiſter 'Chryſolt.in 


a 


" the Sacraments ? Or hathnotthe-vrgingof that ſtrange perMaryrun”- 

0 doctrine, viz. That he i no Miniſter that cannot preach, 1.Cor.: 

4 firſt forced men to rake vponthem to expound Gods &2*% 5: 
word,that thereby have brought the word of God, and Cal.in: Cori, 

4 the facred exerciſe of preaching intolamentable con. FUcer-n 

d tempt;through their abſorde, ſenceleſle , andirreligious * * 

« 9loſſes and paraphraſes,and diſcourſes:whiles they have 

> choſen rather foto doe; then to be accounted, 7do/ſhe ap 

5 herds, Dumbe degges, No Hinifters, andſuchlike ? Se- 

2 condly hath it not made the Brownifts confidently to re- 

4 proach vs, that our* Churchisno Church,our Sacra-,,, 
ments no Sacraments,our Prince and people Infidels,as pookes &c. - 
not being baptiſed atall z our Chriſtian Congregations gat 

- prophane multitudes, &c, onlybecauſeſomeinthe Mis he Church, + 

f niſtery conld not or didnot preach ? But in this pointe ic pag 339 

" would be conſidered eſpecially,firſt that itis notpoſlible 

7 to haveal Miniſters menof worth, tilal Church-livings 

$ be very ſofficient tomaintaine men of worth. Secondly 

C that the way 'toinvite-men of beſt -partes to take vpon 


chemthe Miniſtery,isnotro expoſea. 
s ling,to want andbegpery, which inthe third part of this 
their complaint,theſe men doeprincipally intend . And 
laſtly that howſoever theſe men doepleaſe themſchues 
| in theirextemporaty-gitt; yetmanyofthem , though'in 
q thew very audatious;,-doe-notwithſtanding deſerve for tyarconftox: 
their profile ignorance ;to bee blotred out ofthe number Hel. Polt. . 
ofpreachers, traelyſocalled.. i) 1 IN NES | 
2 - How charitable theſe men are ; that would have mns &c Vnde - 
en * removelout of rhe Miniſtery becauſethey cannor 75 mie 
preach (whereas fomeof themwere ititreatedrorake guplicirare 
thatfunQionvpon them,when men moreable —_— "oaths 
GIFT) : bo PR w_T” 


i 6. oe. & AT UG 3 


BY OO OT ” £ T F ” ORE PEE & 2 hes TEEN « 
a, £ 0 L 33 fi F4 ” Pp 
, 4 w= +* SO. woes 
| cf 


| be gotten; andothers.intheir younger yeares,haue bene 
of Good ſufficiencie,thennow their $2 hs ,0r other 
 infirmitie,wil permit them tobee: } And how judicious, 
that would haue them ##mainet ernc preachers, who (for 
the moſt parte) haue not wherewich for to mainetaine 
themſelues , weeleave to the conſideration of the wiſe. 
How much betterhathour Church deviſed , to ſupply 
the defeRtsof fome men, inſome places ofmeanevalew, 
by other meanes? As namelie by the frequentreading of 
»Zanc.Conf. the Scriptures: A matter more *availeable vnto faich & 
E _ cap-15* podlines,thenthe Petitioners doe imagine; and woulde 
- Aph.r0.12, T4 : 
| : * be much morezifit werenot brought into contempe, by 
* B. Ridlcyro thcirſuggeſtions, 2By a molt religious and excellent 
+; 9601.9 hy forme of Common praier.3 By Sermons and Homilies 
et yonde printedandappointedto bercad;both fortheconficrma- 
. thar brother tion of the faith, and forreformation of manners. All 
Knox,coul. which ina Church notnew to be planted, bucnowe ſer- 
' ourbookeof ledand wellgrounded intheprofeſſion of the truth ; are 
. c6m6 praicr, ordinaricefteual meanes,tocontinue and increaſe the, 
(RE Ez" inthetruefaithandfeare of God. Herevato may be ad- 
\ kerh againft ded the manifold proviſions in our Church, for ſermons 
{the Letany, quarterly,ormoreoften, inthoſe Cures, where the [n- 
| vellhowe hee Cumbents cannor preach. | 
mn_— :.:. hat Non-reſidencybe not permitted. It isa matter 
+ rouchth&,8&c. fwile and ſounddeliberation. firſt,” what Non-reſiden-: 
YThe bounds ©iEis ; fox manie men in our Church, hauetwo pariſhes 
of Pariſhes committedtotheir chardge, which both willnor make 
are norde - one living .- Againe , manic hauebutone pariſh vader 
Bu. them,which yet would require morethen wo, or tenne 
mento ſpeake at oncecoallthe Congregation. Second- 
ly itisandlonghath beene md wiſe and godly 
Magiſtrates ghathaue given waytoir, by theirpoliti 
prudent 
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 waies preſent and taketh paines,inſomepart; andofren 


_ .ot Rome: and humblie deſire (if there be'need, )that the 
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prudent lawes;as neceſſary,in ſome Caſesjinafew men, 
andthem('generallie andby intendment )ofthe beſt de- 
ſeres. Thirdly that itis ablolutchevnlawful, &inno * ſort cothe 2. rrea- 
to be ſuffered, neither hath beene proved , norever will, tiſe ofthe Ab- 


z* The anſwer 


by all the Parireves inthe Land. Fourthly,inwhat Con- wa 


gruity may he beecountedan idleN o#-reſident,chat is al- 


in everie parte of his-chargei? Fiftlie/ , chere are-nor 
more intollerable Non-reſidentsin England jthenſome 
of thoſe, thatare either included in the 7honſendafore 
mentioned,or that favour this theirarttempt: Eſpeciallic 
if they ſhalbee meaſured, by thoſeplaces of Scriprure, 
which they arewonttoalleage againſt Apn're/idents,ab + Toalter the 
terthe Texts bewellexamined. -Laſtlie; itisnotpoſſi- precnenot 
ble,(as Churchlivingsare now *allorred)thatfimplie no f;uuer of 
N.gn-reſidencie (houldebeepermitred, and yetwithall,a grearcr con- 
learned Miniſterie mainetained , Princes and Peeres of CHOSEN 
the Landattended ,Colledgesand Cathedrall Churches or many moe 
continued,the Vniverſities preſent,and hopeoflucceſhi. LON 
on.in - AREPHOIGIOWTYL BH 2000-4 1 {uP- fbly c6ccauc, 
ported. | 

4 The Marriage of Minifers wee doenotdillike, 
but maintaine the lawfulnes thereofagainſt the Church 


ſupreme Magiſtrate,willadde therevnto,byhis royalaus 
thoritieandthe law of the land, ſuch farther ftrengthand 
confirmation,as ſhalſecme fit tohis highwiſdome: 

; 5, Weknowot no ſubſcription thats wierd, which 
.o4 pot agreeable tolaw,requiredbytheorders of our Vni- 

terl1ge,neceſlarieina ChriſtianCommon-wealth, pro+ 
fitable forthe Churchof God, approveable byall tudici- 
ouslearned men., Eg of none; but a few folke, 
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thatareovermuch addiftedto their own opinions. Wh: 
notwithſtanding where *they beare the ſway, itis worth: 


| Iathe forwe the Conſideration, how ſtritlycheyrieallthem that wil 


liue amongthem;ta thevbſervationof their Church go. 


recciue,SeR,2 Vernment-Andintruth,(fotherthings in themſclues bee 
Beza in vita not. intellerable) betterſo,thenthat which is here pro- 
3P*3 9-% poſed, Forthenotvrgingofaconformiticin Church dif. 


cipline, is to ſcr.open the high-way to-all.diſorderand: 
Confulion.. 4 


3s.. Concerning Church' mainetenance; 


TJ Hat Biſhops leaue their Cimendams. Incaſe ſome. 
{#: ofthe auncient revenew-might-beereftored to 
-. their Biſhoprickes,hee were vrterlie vnworthie 
ta be a Bithop,that would delire a Commendam, But,as 


now the molt ofthem are impaired,totake away from al- 
Biſhops al mannerof Commendams,is (in truth) totiethe- 


Kings handsgthat heſhal not be able, though hee would, 
(andwherehewil potnerpaeniating 

make his moſt faithful ſervants , or othermen of beſt de- 
ſert inthe Miniſterie,ablero mainerainetheir places and 
callings,by.his Maieftics favour, and gracious diſpenſa- 
tion; whenotherwiſe their Biſhoprickes are not ſuffici- 


entiotadoe.. Soasifirbee wel wayed, they doenotſo 


much iatendin this particular toimpoveriſh ſome fewe 
Biſhops, as indeedvtterly cooverthrow-them , and ge- 


nerally toreſtrainethe Kin atiuee 

-"<  Oftbalme waa 2 followeth For- 
no manexcept hee bee the Kings Chaplai y holde 
Three benefices with Curezandt fhis Highnes own 
gif. Sathat hers allo they deſireto limit the Kings fa- 


YOUTE 


+ md 


venz)to- 


p—— 


ÞvQ 


OC ES EL WOE Yo Tn ”- Toes I wy Www TX YT. WH _ 


20". 07 0 0” wp 


' to the Petition. 


- vour. Againeit isnotknowne,thattherebefiueinal this 


land,that hold three fuch benefices. andthen whatgood 
dealing is thisin the Petitioners, to-make the worlde be- 
leeue, thatitis acomon fault,whichisſcarſe tobe found 
in a few? 


3 Their diſpoſing of Tmpropriations , doeth notably 


bewraytheirlackeof © Coſcience;their little loue'tolear- © The Ecclefi. 


ning and religion; their temporizing andfitting their 
motions tothe Laities good liking. For who ſeerhnor 
that it would bee the certaine overthrow and vrter ruine 
of Biſhoprickes, Colledges, andCathedral[Charches;iftheir 
Impropriations ſhoull bee demiſed tothe Vicars or Curates 
the [ncumbents at the old rent , without fine, without ime 
prouement ? ' Againe who be they,and how many, that 

by this meanes would be provided for? A few, andthoſe 
the meaneſtofthe Cleargy, But the inconveniences thar 
would hereof enſue,are verie many,8&intollerable.Thers 
fore we reſerue that diſcourſe, to afitopportunitie, On 
theotherſide;who doth not know, that for aLay-manto 
holdan Impropriation(which &  T#h)is originallic vn- 
lawful,andcleanecontrarytotheirfirſtinſtitution? Yer 
theſe menin altheirpuritie,zeale,& conſcience, can c6- 
rentthemſelues,and their preaching [ncumbenrs,vvith 
the ſevepthparte onely ofan Impropriation/;in a Lay= 
mans fee. "IO 
4 Aretheſeal,orthe beſt meanes,that « Thouſane 
m2, ſuch as they would be repated,canpropoſego his High. 
nes for the bertering of the Church maintenance? If we 
might know thatit would ſtand with his Maieſties good 
liking,and ſhould not beimpured vntovsas abreach 6Ff 
dutic; It were very poflible,thatthemen whomthey ſs 
much contemne,woulde beeable topropoſe ſome other 
31 | C -2 courſe 


The anſwere* 


courſe forthe bertring ofthe Church maintenance,wich- 


outthe alterationoriniuricofany- other ſtate. 


4: Concerning Church Diſcipline; 


I: F Nderthenameof their D;/o/3p4ne,we have bin- 
N/ heretofore taught by theſe men to' vnderſtand, 
The kingdome of Chri#t pon earth: A thinge of 


*Ecclef Dilci.: 9a Jeſſe rmport erce then the * Goſpellof Chriit leſter, An 


pae 13. 


T.C Epſt. to 
theChurchof ped vpor paine of damnations CAneſſentiallmarke of the. 


England, 


M#- . 


effentiallpart of the Goſpell: A matter of faith robe reces- 


true Charch:without the whieh our Church was no Church 
our faith no f aith,our Goſpelino Goſpell,c3c. Anditis now 
come tobe ſoindifferent; as that ir may bee adminiftred 
accordingly49r els at the leaſt, that the ſe emormities may 


bee redreſſed?: willit nowe (ufferluchan Or es, at the. 


leaſt? . 


Were we perſwaded,that their D//crp{znetheir Pref: 


brtery,the life and being ot their Ds/ciplne,were indeede 


of Chriſtes infticution ; werewe perſwadedit were apart 


of-Gods word; an eſſential part of his word; could wee be 
contented to bewithoutit>Could wecontent our ſelues 
toljue any where, bur vnder.it? Would we-nor redeeme 
iewichmuch perillandpaine? With certainelafic? And 
thatwillingly? | | 
\Bn&-cheexperience-that hismoſt excellent Maieſty 
hath had gyet-the manifold: miſchictes and miſerics , 
tharattendtheir-pretended Diſcipline, doth make them 
notdare toſpeake plainly ferit. They therefore faulterin, 
ſeckingtoobrainerthat,which yet in harethey.docaffeR; 
and ſpeciallydelire. | Fe A 
Burtathele,Exormities;thele heinous. Enormities..Is- 
1 | | it 
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Chauncetour or a Comiſlary , is not a Lay-man imthis 


to the Petition. 2I 
irnot wellithat now atlength, theſe quick-ſighted-men, 


caneſpyenofowler exormities inour Church governe» 
ment? - 


| Enormities. 


1 H 4 T Excomunication come not forth vn 
der the name of Lay-perſons. Firſt, it may 
truly be ſaid,that though it did come foorth 

vnder thenameofaChauncelour, ora Comiſſary; yet 
came irnot forth vnderthename of Lay-perſons. For a 


caſe:The ordinary and he are but Yu index .Or rather 
wharſoeverthe Chauncelour doth in this behalfe, hee 
doth it inthe auQorityof the Ordinary,according tothe 
power that is committed vntohim. A thing not vnuſual 
mthe civillſtate : wherein the Lord-Chauncelour doth 
diſpoſe of many-thinges , which are Originally in the 
Crowne; andagaine, writeth Teſte meipſo vnto manie 
particulars,that neverpaſſeby bill aſſigned: * | 
Secondly,no Lay-Chauncelour or Comilſary what- 

ſoeverdothat any timeexcomunicate-any man; orſen« 
deth out in his ow#e name any excomunication. Butthis — — 
is thepraQtiſe ofthe Church of England. In*thectluring RETIRE 
ofnotorious & more grievouscrimes, the Archbiſhop, txcefl jonas 
the Biſhop,the-Deanexhe Arch-deacon, - or aPreben- Excom. retor, 
dary that is a Prieft,pronounceth the: ſentence of Exc6- 
munication in his owne perſon, And inmattersofleſle 
offence,as contumacy in not appearing and the like; the 
Vicar generall,Officiall,or Comſary ,* that is not in holie 
orders, houldeththis courſe. Firſt vpon knowledge and 
examinatis ofthecauſe, he widget theparty worthy 

| 2 Þ ro..: 
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tobe excommunicate;thenthe Miniſter {aſſociated vn- 


to him by expreſle authority from the Ordinary ) doth 
pronounce the ſentence of excommunication againft 
him;Laſtly the Chauncelour ſendeth to the Poſtor of the 


. pariſh,wherethat party dwelleth, requiring him publik- 
ly co declare the ſaideparty to be a perſon excommuni. 
cated by the ſentence of the Miniſter his affociate . And 


all this,according tothe formeofthe Articles ſert forth 


: by her Maieſties auRtority Ann, 1597. 


Thirdly,aftc nottheſe exceller Emormyty makers , that 


. can findeſuchan Exormitie in the N ame of a Lay-man, 
- (in whoſename notwithſtandingthe excommunicaticn 
; never cometh forth, )when yer if ir did come forth in his 
. -name,the nature ofthe thing itſelfe is ſuch,as iuſtly can - 
. not be reproved?They are not ignorant,thatexcommus- 


nication doth proceed as is afore-ſaidzifnot in thename, 
yetinthe Autority and Iuriſdiction of the Biſboppe, or 


ſomeotherchicfe Clergy-man, towhomthe power of 


the Keyes doth belong, and vnto whom the Church of 
England hath aſſignedthe execution ofthar part of our 
Diſcipline, Whoifthey vie the adviſe and Miniſtery of 
a wiſe andreligious Civilian, in decreeing whois to bee 
excommunicatez(VV hervponthoſef outwardpenalties 
doenſue, whichattendthe auQtority, and follow the ſen- 
tence ofexcommunication in this Church and Comon 


wealth: ) how doth that in any wiſe violate Chriſts Inſti- 


tution as touchingexcommunication ? 
Laftly, ifthe Diſciplinethey longe for , were once on 


 foore among vs, weeſhould then hearerellof certaine 
La5-perſonsthat ought to have aprincipallband intheir 


mmunications. Thus as they are weake in Iudge- 


,menr for matter of learning in this point, not being able 
"0 to 
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coreſolve of anything incertaine; ſoaretheyaspartiall 

in preſcribing their plottes for matter ofpraCiiſe ; whiles 
they reprovethatin others,which in themſelves they do 
allow. Except peradventure.they willtell vs , (and wee 
muſt needs beleeve them) that their Lay El/deys become 
Clergy men #p/o fao;becauſc they arc of their Coſiſto- 
ry;and haue voices (according to their learning Jin theſe 
Eccleſiaſticall cenſures, | 8 The order of | 

2 That none bee excommunicated foy 8 trifles and _ _ 
twelue pennymatters.Theyarenot . Contempt is then Scor. Prine, 
the greater,whenthe marter wherein they ſhewe their 129*1577 

. | WHY. £ | + : 
contempr,is oflefſer valew: Ascontrariwiſe, obedience any fmall of- 
is then morecommendable,when itis ſeenein a-matter DR 
of greater diſliculty. Buttheſemenareſo accuſtomedto ar 0g 
difobedience,thatthey account itbur atrifle; And ther- cation,by rea. 
fore calumniare vs andour diſcipline, as if with vs men — _ | 
wereexcommunicatedfortrifles ,'when (intruth) they bedienceof 
arecenſured fortheircontempr. the offendar, : 

That none be excommunteated, without conſent of © 
his Paſtor. /Vithout conſent, isacaptious terme. Forin 
onr vaderftanding, the Miniſter ofthe pariſh doth give 
his conſent,when hepnbliſheth theexcommunicarion z 
as alſowhen hee doth certify what hee hath done in de- 
nouncing of the ſame. And this manner of conſent, wee 
take to be ſufficient , and as much as is requiſite ina pri-. 
vate PaſtorthathathnoJuriſdiion. . 

But what isit thattheſe men doe meane?YVould they 
(chinke you) thatevery Paſtor ſhould have a Negative - 
inthe excommunicating of his-pariſhioners? Vndoub-. 
redly they would. Thereby intEding the vtter overthrow 


-ofthepreſent Church $91 ernment,and in ſteede therof + 


#eg ineverypariſh, 'Orrather, 


the ſetting vp ofa Pres 
a thar..: 


a 


 thatwhichis worſe (if wotſe maybe) the innobling of e> 


| very particular paſtour to excommunicate-by himſelfe 
| dPerperuall b algae, 
46574 2:00 alone 


| he Church Except peradventurethey wilfay, that che particular 

|. pag.3z12 Paſtor ought to be ioynedin commiſſion with the Chan. 

x celour . Andthen behold what wonldeenſue. On the 

Miniſter,a world of troubles: hemuſt be ſent for as oft as 
any of his parith is preſented; he muſt attend the hearing 
_anddebaring of the whole cauſe; he mult bee preſent as 
oft as the Chauncelour ſitterh , as long as the matrer de- 
pendeth : to his great travaile and paines , hisexceſliue 
chardpe , . and the cauſleſſe neglecGe of his calling. On 
the other fide,ifthis Miniſter wilbe wilful,andin ja diſ- 
- ſent fromthe Chauncelour in opinion then is al. thela- 
bour loſt; the Iudge bath ſpent bis {kil and care.in vaine, 
and the Biſhops Confiſtory muſt downe to the ground: 
. either P«ſtor muſt prevaile,or nothing muſt be done; To 
. the intollerable hinderanceof Juſtice, andexceflive de- 
trimentoftheplaintife . Theſe and the like, are the well 
adviſed prapolutions,whereof there is ſtore incheir Dif- 
cipline . By which it doth ſufficiently appeare, thar as 
yeritis notthoroughly refined. 
4 Extorting of unreaſonable fees, who approveth? 
Whodiſliketh not? VVho would not haue itredreſſed, in 
iConftirEccl any that offend ? Beſides thereare very* ſeverc laws al- 
2597.cap d ready madeinthat behalfe. - 

"rt 5 ' Farming out of Inriſd;tions and Regiſters places, 
though we commende it not,nor greatlie like of it ; yetir 
is of it ſelfe a marterindifferent; neither good nor ill, bur 

. asitisvſed. ; 
+C:filLaodi 6 Thereſtraint of Marriegeat certaivetimes((alle> 

Can,i%  Jycalleda Popiſh Canon) was *aunciently _ is 

| urc 
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to the Petition: 25 
Church of God;& beingrightly vnderſtood, is now co- 
mendable in this ofours. | 

7 The Long-ſomnes of Suits in Eccleſiaſtical Coutts, 
isamatter offa&t,not of Conſtitution; nor isthe fault of 
the Courte, norof the Iudge neceſſarily (astheſemen 
would ſeeme to imply,) but ſometimeerror in pleading, 
ſometimethe intricatenes of the cauſe, ſomtime theper- 
verleneſſe of the Clyent, ſomerimethe cunning of the 
ProQors,arethe occafion that ſuires depend long. And 
when all isſaid,that they can ſay, this is none other fault, 
then is incident tothe courſe of Iuſtice arthe Common 
Law:and might befall their Conſiſtory , -ora better and 
more equallkinde of triall. 

8 TheOthexof ficio, is vicd asitought, -by men of 

lace, of wiſedome, andexperience:by men of religion, 
earning , and conſcience. Vnto whom the authority to 
adminiſter it as occaſion is effered docth iuſtly belong, 
not by ſpecial commiſſion only, butby-thelawes of this 
land,by the two Lawes Canon and Civil;andby the war- EL 
rant of ſundry examples of the word of God:as that wor- 'The Apolog. 
thy and learned Deane of Arches (the ornament and ho- *P{1E £23:9* 
wor of his profeſion in his time ) in his iudicious! Apolo- tothe ende of 
gy of certaine proceedings in Courts Eccleſiaſtical,doth >< fame. 
proucatlarge. 

9 Licenſes for Marriaze without Banes, aremoſt + 
santionſly graunted; andthatvpon "4evere puniſhment = Conſt, Feel. 
toenlue, ifſobethe Conſtitution be violated . But what. *597: cap:de 
wil latiſietheſe men qwhochus intimate vnto his High- "Oe" 
nefle,that there is rigorinthe former point, -and negli- 
pence inthis, whenas all moderation and carefulneſle 

vied inthem both ? | 

Andare not theſe heynows enormities ? 

D Their 
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PETS Their Concluſion. 
He idle vaunt that the Petitioners make of being es 
_ ble te ſbew that theſe andother = abaſes ( as they 
_ callchem,): remerning andprettiſed inthe Church 
of England,are not IWR; 4 Scriptures, doeth ap- 
| »The perpet, PEAre to be the more ridiculous ;, becauſe they haue pal- 
| gover. ofChri. ſed over in deepe (ilence many learned. Tracts publiſh» 
-: uM he Edlong lince; wherein their vaine fancies, andilliterate 
| prer.holy diſc. obieRtions are refutedar large. [notwithſtanding they 
Thean wer wil yet venture towrite, 'it wil bee anſwered; If they wil 
The Apol. of Needesargueand diſpute, there are ready that wilcither 
certaine pro- ſatiſfe them , orby argumentſilence them. Andwereir 
——"_f ** notin regardthat we wouldnot ſeemeas vndutiful in ac- 
Acceatiſe of Gepting,, as they haue bin in the offering ofthis Chal- 
Dp. fendge:it is the thing we would vrge, & inſtantly entrear, 
in(q;nova.&c. that theſe matters might be debated betweene vs in wri- 
P diy Minit- ting. But in the mean time, what morids arctheſefor the 
The Kemon. REFormers ro make ynto a moſt prudentPrincein his ſer- 
france. led &peaceable governmentzwhofor many yeares,hath- 
Quenmon2  hadtrialin that his other kingdome,of theirpretededre. 
The 5.bookes formation;&in this allo hath feene the gracious effees 4 
ofthe laws of ynder her Maicſties latehappy Raigne; of thar Church 
Eec'dl poll ilcipline , which they would ruinate andoverthrow. [ 
God. hath appointed hu Majeſtic unto thi kingdome, 
Itis true; and wee magnifie the goodneſle of Godforir, ; 
and OR Highnes in the proſperous poſleſſi- | 
| 


anus ih ao oa and a0. oc ee at. Aa. 


on of it, tromthe groundof our hearts . But that God 
hath appointed him-to this kingd@me for ſuch « purpoſe- 
4 they conceite; what ſpiricof divination is in them, that 
they ſhould foreſpeake it? Nay rather, ſeeingalmightie 
God hath ordained him as the greatPhyſizion (next and 
immediately vnder himſelfe., ) totake care of the body 
politique, bothofthis Church and Common-wealth;he 
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to' the Petition. 2 
will ſurely.cure ſuch diſeaſes, astheſe men areſicke of. 
(For-tu tand diſcontented/humors,  whetherin 
Papiſt,orin Puritane arelike to breede very daungerous 
difeaſes in acivilitate: ) Andnotto beperſwaded (as 
they fondly imagine) by ſuch ſuggeſtionsastheſe, toal- 
ter that ſtate of the Church,which is acceptable to cod, 
honourable to his Highnes,comfortable to:many thou- 


nemies,diſtaſtfull vntonone , 
how torule,nor how toobey. | 
' The verynames of Panſhments are vnpleaſaunt in- 
deede; burthe things themſelues are neceſſarie ſome- 
times, and their effects goodand profitable for preſerva- 
tion of the whole; howſoever theinduring of the,may be 
grievous inthe particular. And hee that wil indifferently 
cofider the true cauſes of the correios here mEtioned; 
ſhal haue iuſt cauſe to approuethe Iuſtice, * & commed * 
the mildnes, that hath bin vſed towards this ſort of men. 


As forthatclauſe of Mens traditions, itis too to0 0di- pretended Re. 


ous; & would implyſuperſtition or popery to be in ſome tormaris, viz, 
| Presbiteriall 
Diſcipline, 


ofthem. But how vainly & how iniuriouſly;hath in ſome 
ſort bin heretofore declared. 

Thar other of being preiudicialito none bat thoſethat 
ſeeke their ownee+e. isas injurious toall the reſt ofthe 
Miniſters ofthis land.Be we the men that are ſo addited 
toour owne Oniet,Credite , and Commoditie-in the worid? 
Wherethen be the fruits of our covetouſnes, the effects 
of our ambition;themarkes of ouridlenes? Webee the 
men,thatin ns teſtimonyofa good Conſciencey for the 
repelling of ſuch a malicious cotumely,8: Nladiderous re- 
proach,may truly ſay:Weput not outour mony to Viu+ 
xyzwedetcſt al filthy lucre; CT {clues _— 

4% 2 


Oo lerrers 
_ Fs WE . x x that M- Beza 
ſand Minifters,the Nurſe of good learning, admirable to hath wricten 


X "If | =» e. tothe ArchB: 
ftrangers,approved by our Fe 6m oaemna of oure pr ng 


ut ſuch as know neither cis. 
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igour Vocations; we forſake notour holy eſingy Weo- 
mitnottolabourinourſeveralchardges; weſuſtaine the 
places of great labourtravaile and expenſe, wee neglect 
norin publike;inprivate;in word, in writing, athome && 
abroad,;toputtofilence,and ſtop the mouth ofthe com- 
mon Adverfary,which theſe menhaue enlarged againſt 
vs,andour moſt holy faith, | 

Toconclude;, [the thing they ſecke is /o prezadercial, 
both tothe CivilRiate in general, andin particular,toſo 
many of the very beſt ofthe Miniſtery ;thatificſhoulde 
take effet, (but Godof his mercy, & the Kings moſt ex- 
cellentMaieſtic in hisChriftianwiſdome., wil nor ſuffer 
it) it would breedea ſtrange alteration inthe one; and in 
the other it would for the preſent, not only impoveriſh 
vs, andour Vniverſities, butmake both them and vs, 


_ dulyc6fidered;Fir#,how weltheir | pa gs doſuite 
ex, how-povercy on 
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'ofcorruptmindes , which ſaide in theirhearts, asitisin 


eo'the Petition. 
Presbitery ? Wouldirnot doe him much good,inatime 
of neede,that his people ſhould be rooted and grounded 
in this truth', viz. Thathis mecke and humble Clergie, 
haue power#o bindtheir King in chaines, &> theiy Prince 
i» lincks of ir? hat is,(in their learning)tocenſure him, 
toenioiuic him-penance,toexcommunicatehim?yea (in 
caſethey ſeecauſe)to proceedeagainſt him,as a Tyrant? 
VVeſpeake not heere of other points, as namely, thar 
all appeales incauſesEcclefiaſtica!l, (andwhat doe they 
not make Eccleſtaſticall?) muſt finally Iye , not vntorhe 
Prince,but vntothe Aﬀembly Provinciall;That they al- 
low the ſupreme Magiſtrate , not pote#atemuri , bur 
only fa#zwhile they make him,the maintainer of their 
roceedings,but nocommanderin them. Theſeand the 
ike,arcbut petty Abridgments of the PrzrogatiueRoy- *T-C.lu pag; 
all, while yerthe King * /ubmits his ſcepter unto the ſcep- * 
ter of Chrift , and lickesthe duſt of the Charches feete. © + 
Neither may it be truly ſaid;thartheſeare onely ſpe- 
culations. There are ſome of high place yet aliue ,ando- 
ther ſome are dead, that haue felte:the ſmarte heereof in 
their owne experience , and haveſcenethe worſt ofall 
this put inwoful execurion. 
As tethe ſecond, Do wenotſee itatthisday verified 
amongthemwhichrhath beene ſo often truly ſaide,8&&as | 
often vnaduiſedly denied;that Honos alt zrtes;andcon- 
trariwiſe, where duereward of learning &liberallmain- 
renanceofthe Miniſtery,is fraudulentlyimpayred,orin- 
iuriouſly taken away ,* there Religionandlearning come *Ecclefiaſ.dil.: 
todecay? ThetrAtheiſme and Barbariſme 8 Confuſio. 2-225 114: 
muſtneedesenſve ? Ic is troapparent , thatas thereve- 
newesof thoſe Churches haue bin embeazcled bymen 
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poſſefion: fo the remainderof that grounded learving, 


which was bredde vp in former times, is nowethrough 


ſucceſſion of time,almoſtcleaneworne our: 

Nee bonatam ſequitur,quem bona primaf uit. 
Inſomuch, that there is neither ſufficient maintenicein 
thoſe parts forany ſtore of excellentlearned menznor yer 


-many menbrovght vp among the in thislaſtreforming 


age,worthy- of that wonted honorable maintenance. 
God knowes we ſpeake not this with a derraQiing ſpi- 
rit,but with griefe of hart : toſee the ruines of the Mini- 


#tery in particular, & generally ofal profound learning in 
-other reformed Churches. As likewiſe to ſtirre vp this 


whole Nation, toa thankefu}lacknowledgement ot that 
{ingularbleſling in this behalfe, which God of his good- 
neflc hath longe,and yer doth continue , vntovs ofthis 
Realme. Andwith all,toput tofilence the malicious in- 


gratitude of thoſe evill men,which looking vpon vs and 
this Church,through the coulored glaſſe oftheir preiv- 


dicate opinios;canſeenothingamong vs, bat defe#s,c+ 


deformities aud abuſes,and Enormities , &the like. And 


therefore in theirbigh diſcretion, would haue vs reduced 
& made conformable;to the calamities of other places. 


Wheras{in truth)ifweſhal bring backe the eies of our 


minds fro forraine parts, &indifferently(withour either 


detraQtioor flattery;) take notice ofthe preſet ſtate of this 
Church & Comonwealth;we ſhal eaſily diſcerne,thart ir 
were an incomparable happines for them, ifall that pro- 
fefle therruth as itis inChriſt leſus,were in ourconditio. 
We ſhalſce,how thatour Church governmet, is du- 

ly ſubordinat vnto the ſupreme civil ſtate,& withal doth 
mightily ſupport the ſame . IhatourReverend Prelates 
(meEof fingularworth,not to bematched in any one king 
gdome)though preferred vnto higheſt roomes;do yer c6- 
| . . :Fainme 


to the Petition. 
raine theſelues within ſuch botids,as preſerue thateftate, 
from creeping to any Papal corruptios. Thatourinfers- 
our Clergie, by their godly & painfullabours intheir Vo-+ 
cation,haue bin, & are the moſt effeual-meanes,to ſer- 
tle the tranquillity of this Jand;by inducing mens mindes 
vnto piety towards God, Loyally totheir King, & Civill 
honeſty amsg thelelves. That our people generally,(ex- 
ceptingſometew Malec6tents ofal forts , who weleaue 
to the mercy of the Magiſtrate) are invred vntopeace, 
accuſtomed to ſubieio,deteſt diſloyalty, 8 wirh all ala+ 
crity yeeld their obedience vnto their Soveraigne: 
Thatthe Colledges, the Cathedral Churches , the 
Biſhops,& other Miniſters ofthis Land, haue yet remai- 
ning vnto the, (yer,afrerthe many 8& great ſpoilesof this 
Church; which notwithſtanding, neverprofpered with 
the that gor the&;but wereas ruſt rothe reſt of their ſilver 
& their gold,or as acanker , that fretted outirhemſelues, 
their polterity,or their poſſeſſios:)that yerthere isremai 
ning vnto the, more competent;8& ſufficient mainrenice; 
more cofortable & honorable encouragmets; then there 
are, vnto al other the reformed churches iwChriſtedoe. 
Thatanſwerable thervnto,'(to topthat mouth of ini- 
quity,which is wontto traduce vs, for « dumb;vnlarned, 
doll Miniſtery) there areat this day, morelearned men 
in this Land, in this oneKingdome; then are tobe found 
amongalthe Miniſters ofthe Religion,in France, Flaun- 
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ders,Germany, Polel arid; Denmarke, Gentus; Scotiand; or 


(ro ſpeake in a word)in al Europe bclides. 
Which yer, may nor juſtlybe imputed vnto vs for va- 


nity.rhe Apoſtle thatknew how tobe abaſed,8 to make 'Cor-9- 


himſclfe ofno reputation;yet whethe impeaching of his 


perſonall gifts , was abuſedo the diſgrace of his-calling: 
did without either arrogancy or folly,giue his perraQors 


plain 85. 


2.Cor,i2, 
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himſelfe,his worth, & his Vacation , from their baſe and 
odious imputations. Inalike caſe (we doubt not)atruth 


 maybeaverredofourſclues,cvenby ourſelues,withour 


any oftentationat all; when it is ſo injuriouſly im Rach 
edandtroden vnder foote,to the high diſhonor: 

thediſgrace ofhis Goſpell,& to theſlaunder of ih _ 
ChtiſtianCommon-wealth, Yearherich mercies, thac 
ood hath corinued vnto vs,now this five & forty yeares, 
oughero repleniſh our harrs with joy; ſothat our lippes 
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ſbouldbreake forthwith thankefulnes and ing, ow fe» | 


cit taliter omni nation; neither hauethe Regions round 
abour vs,beene made partakers of the like bleſſings. 
| NowtheFathcrot Mercies,and Godofal Conſolati- 
the wiſeand-vnderſtiding hart, of our thrice 
noble King; noble in bins; noble in wiſedome , noble in 
| | thimever with his holy 
ngelL,o lanQification, Sc of! £44 
e him | ing ofthis ie 
witEdemevinallcheworldsaclaagarhe walko inthe 


firſt waies of his father David: That ſohee-ma 


wearethis mortall Crowne, inall abundance oY Picty, 
'Peace,8 Proſperityz.& hereafter obtaine thatimmortal 
Crownethat Chriſthath purchaſedforthem , which by 
continuance EPR fee 9% OE Aeneas 4nd ims- 
mort alitite 


FINfS. 


IR MTS TY YE UT 1H UE DIY PO TY DDowoemnns =» 4s + —+ v2 


